Newsletter No 1
Dear Parents and Friends

Friday 7 September 2019

Welcome Back!
Welcome back to a new academic year, and a particularly warm welcome to our new families.
We have welcomed new families to both the Nursery and to School and we have visited our new Early Years
children in their homes. We hope that all our new families will be very happy at Holy Cross Catholic Primary
School.
We also welcome new staff to the team. Miss Nash has joined us as Y4 Class teacher, Miss Fitzpatrick, a very
experienced Teaching Assistant has joined our TA team and Miss Murphy will be here one day a week to
support Leadership and PPA time. They have all settled in really well and hit the ground running!
As I informed you in the summer, I will be here in person on Thursdays and Fridays and I maintain the role of
Principal of Holy Cross and Miss Crowley, as full time Head of School, will at all times lead the day to day
running of the school. We have a great staff team here at Holy Cross and I know that we will all work well
together to ensure the smooth and effective running of the school during this new arrangement; I know that
you will support us! #holycrossfamily
Education Sunday – Sunday 8 September
This Sunday is Education Sunday. Education Sunday is one of the oldest special days of prayer in this country’s
liturgical calendar. Its main purpose is to celebrate the work of Catholic education and to enable it to continue
to flourish with the support of the whole Catholic community. We will be celebrating Education Sunday at this
Sunday’s 10. 30a.m Mass at Holy Cross and St Francis Church and would love to see as many Holy Cross pupils
(wearing full Summer uniform) as possible. This would be a lovely start to the school year; I hope you will try to
attend.
Summer Uniform
Thank you to all our parents for sending their children back in full school uniform; the children looked
incredibly smart! I do remind parents to adhere to all elements of our school uniform policy especially in regard
to hairstyles.
I would like to remind you that as stated before the summer break, children should be wearing Summer uniform
until October half term.

After half term, it is expected that all children will be wearing the winter uniform.
Please ensure that all school uniform, lunch boxes, water bottles and any other items are clearly labelled
with your child’s full name. Thank you.

GOLD!! – UNICEF UK Rights Respecting Schools Award
We are very proud to have received notification of being awarded the Gold Rights Respecting Award. This is a
testimony to the hard work of children, parents, staff and governors who worked so hard to ensure the school
received this recognition. A special thanks to Miss Crowley and the Rights Respecting Team for really making
this is a school priority. Here is a great example of how we are preparing are children to be positive proactive
citizens in an ever changing and diverse world. The full report is on the website:

http://www.holycross-sch.net/page/?title=Inspections+%26+Standards&pid=70

Safeguarding
Holy Cross is fully committed to the safeguarding and welfare of children. Latest guidance in the government’s
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ document, states that schools should have at least two contacts listed for
every child. Please ensure that we do have the correct names and details on our contact list.
In addition, there are occasions when children are collected by an adult who is not on the
contact list. If your child is being collected from school by an adult who is not one of the
known contacts, a letter must be sent to the Class Teacher. Please note that for
safeguarding reasons, children will not be dismissed to any adult who is unknown to the
school. Thank you for your cooperation in this important matter.
Building Work
We notified you all in the summer about the building of a new Early Years classroom. Work has started well
and all necessary checks and risk assessments have been completed. There has been limited disruption and
please be reassured that children’s safety has been a priority at all times.

As you know, we like to capture the essence of school life and share on Twitter. If you are not
already following us, please sign up! Requests to follow us have been received but we do not know
who you are! Please ring the school to tell us your username as we only accept people we know!
Thank you.

Dates for Diary – September 2019
Wednesday 11 September
9.15am

Year 1 Inspire Workshop

Wednesday 11 September
Friday 13 September

6.30pm
9.15am

Open Evening at Bishop Walsh
Year 2 Inspire Workshop

Monday 16 September
Monday 16 September

9.15am
12.00pm

Year 3 Inspire Workshop
HSBC in school

Tuesday 17 September
Wednesday 18 September

9.15am
9.15am

Year 4 Inspire Workshop
Year 5 Inspire Workshop

Wednesday 18 September
Thursday 19 September

7.00pm
2.45pm

PTA Meeting
EYFS Reading Parent Workshop

Friday 20 September
Friday 27 September

9.15am
9.00am

Year 6 Inspire Workshop
Macmillan Coffee Morning

Monday 30 September
Dates for Diary – October 2019

All day

Inset Day

Tuesday 1 October
Thursday 3 October
Wednesday 9 October to
Friday 11 October

2.00pm to 3.00pm
7.00pm
3 days

Get Your Grown Ups Growing for Year 1, 2 and 3
Confirmation information meeting for Year 6 parents
at Holy Cross and St Francis Church
Year 6 at Alton Castle

Tuesday 15 October

9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start

Thursday 17 October

7.00pm

Thursday 24 October

10.00am

Year 5 class assembly
Holy Communion Meeting for Year 3 parents at Holy
Cross and St Francis Church
School nurse to do whole school flu nasal vaccine

Dates for Diary – October 2019
Tuesday 5 November
9.00am to 10.00am

Year 1 Phonics Workshop

Tuesday 12 November

Year 3 class assembly

9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start
9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start

Tuesday 26 November

Sunday 24 November
10.30am
Friday 29 November
All day
*Other dates available on website

Year 2 class assembly
Mass of Commitment
Inset day – school closed for children

Inset Dates
Monday 30 September, Friday 29 November, Monday 24 February, Monday 1 June.

Mass: Year 6 will lead our Mass in School on Thursday 12 September. Everyone is welcome.

Important Notice
A reminder to all parents that any foods containing even traces of nuts are not permitted in school; either at
break time or in lunchboxes. Children are permitted to bring in fruit or vegetables for break times; cereal
bars are not permitted. As we have children in our school who have severe nut allergies, I urge parents to
show full cooperation in this very important matter. Thank you.

End of KS2 Assessment
The children and staff worked incredibly hard and again achieved results of which to be incredibly proud – well
done everyone!
Subject area
Reading
Writing
Grammar, Punctuation
and Spelling
Maths
Combined Reading,
Writing & Maths

School % Expected
standard
80

National %
Expected standard
73

School Average
Scaled score
106

National Average
Scaled score
105

90
93

78
78

N/A
108

N/A
106

87
70

79
65

105
N/A

104
N/A

Going for Gold!
We have been chosen to participate in Aldi's build up to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. We are collecting
Team GB stickers for Aldi's Kit for Schools. If you spend more than £30 in any Aldi store, you will receive a
special Team GB sticker. As a school, if we collect 300 stickers we will receive an exclusive sports kit and the
chance to be one of the twenty £20,000 prizes.
The competition is running until November 3rd and your support would be greatly appreciated. You can send
the stickers into Mrs Knibbs in the school office.

INSPIRE Workshops/Briefing
INSPIRE Workshops will be organised slightly differently this year. In response to the Parents’ Questionnaire,
the session will also include a briefing where parents will be given insight into life and the format of a typical
week in the specific year group.
Our theme for this year’s INSPIRE workshops is Maths and supporting the whole school initiative of improving
children’s knowledge of multiplication and division.
These workshops always offer practical activities – things for parents and children to do together and
hopefully are an enjoyable experience for children and adults alike! You (and your children) always comment on
how good it was to spend time working together – they liked having mom/dad all to themselves!
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire

Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop

for
for
for
for
for
for

Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

1
2
3
4
5
6

this
this
this
this
this
this

will
will
will
will
will
will

be held
be held
be held
be held
be held
be held

on
on
on
on
on
on

Wednesday 11 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Friday 13 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Monday 16 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Tuesday 17 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Wednesday 18 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Friday 20 September 9.15am – 10.15am

One person per family is welcome to come along to support; please make every effort to attend. Information
will be available for parents who are unable to attend.

Sacramental Preparation and dates
The dates for the Sacraments of Confirmation (Year 6) and Holy Communion (Year 3) have been set; please
see below.
To prepare for these very important events in a child’s faith life; parent meetings are held for both
Sacraments. Fr Neil wants to stress very clearly that it is an expectation that parents wishing their children

to receive these Sacraments MUST attend the Parent Meeting and Commitment Mass. Therefore, please
understand that it will be presumed that any child, who does not have a parent attending the Parent
Meeting, will not be receiving the Sacrament. I know that children would be very distressed if they could
not receive the Sacrament with their peers; so I urge all parents to show support and commitment to this
very important matter.

Confirmation Year 6
Year Six will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday 27 February 7.00pm.
Parent meeting for parents of Y6 children wishing to receive this Sacrament is Thursday 3 October at
7.00pm at Holy Cross and St Francis Church.

Holy Communion Year 3
The Sacrament of First Holy Communion for our Year 3 children will be held on Saturday 6 June and
Saturday 13 June. The date of the Corpus Christi Procession will be confirmed shortly. Father Neil will
confirm at a later date how the class will be split for each Saturday. Parent Meeting for parents of Y3
children wishing to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion is Thursday 17 October at
7.00pm at Holy Cross and St Francis Church.
There is a Mass of Commitment for all families of children in Years 3 and 6 who wish their children to receive
these Sacraments on Sunday November 24 at 10.30am at Holy Cross and St Francis Church. Thank you.

Price Increase
Polite reminder: there is a price increase for morning toast and drinks. Toast 25p, Juice 40p and
milkshakes will be 70p. Thank you.

Open Evening at Bishop Walsh
There is an Open Evening at Bishop Walsh School for prospective Year 7 parents on Wednesday
11 September 6.30pm to 8.30pm. For further information, please contact Bishop Walsh on 0121
351 3215

Swimming Lessons-Year 3
Year 3 will start swimming sessions on Thursday 12 September. Girls must wear a full costume
and for health and safety reasons, boys must wear trunks (not loose fitted shorts). Please ensure
that appropriate swimming kit is sent with your child every Thursday. Please ensure that children
do not wear earrings into school on Thursdays, as they are not permitted to wear them in the pool. Thank you
for your support.

Music Lessons
Music lessons start on Friday 13 September. All music lessons will take place on Fridays. Any queries please
contact the school office. Thank you for your cooperation.

Dinner Money
Parents of KS2 children who have school dinners, the deadline for the payment of £81.70 is Wednesday 11
September; please make payment through ParentPay. Thank you.

Attendance - Our school strives for 100% attendance.
Government legislation states that a child with an attendance of 90% and below is categorised as a
“Persistent Absence Pupil”. An attendance figure of 90% equates to missing half a day every week that
means four weeks of missed school work across the whole year. Parents should also be aware that referrals
to the school nurse will be considered for those children with an attendance rate of below 95% due to
health related absences.
This week the Attendance Award was won by Year 2 and Year 3 with 99.2% Well done!
Punctuality Award: No lates this week – keep that up please!

Recommendations: Year 1: Noah F, Anuli A Year 2: Rachel J, George B Year 3: Ollie L, Michael B
Year 4: Ruth H, Christopher K Year 5: Maya D, Harry K Year 6: Jake M-B, Christie W.
Lunchtime Award: Lucy L (Y5).

Virtues and Values
This half term we are concentrating on being ‘Grateful and Generous’. As a school
community we are looking for opportunities in our own lives where we show the
virtues. Please discuss this with your children at home; highlighting times when you
experience or show these virtues. This will also be the focus for our ‘Angel of the
Week’ awards for this half term.

Angel of the Week
Each week we will be recognising those children who we feel have made that extra special effort
and show the virtues in their daily life.
This week’s winners are: Mr Rowlands: Skye T Miss Cross: Cora L Miss Stevens: Gabby L
Miss Nash: Gracie D Mr Mayor: Joseph M Mrs Hope: Ruby A.

Happy Birthday to the following children who have celebrated their birthdays
this week:
Ella B (Y4), Ella P (Y5).

Have a lovely weekend.
Yours sincerely

Miss T Cotter
Executive Principal

