Newsletter No 2
Dear Parents and Friends

Friday 13 September 2019

We are very proud of our Early Years children who started their school life at Holy Cross this week. They have
all settled in really well and making themselves at home! You can see how their first week has been by following
us on Twitter.
Parents communicating with staff
Effective communication between home and school is a key part of a successful home school partnership and we
always want to respond, resolve and reassure parents with any questions/queries or concerns. As we have
welcomed many new families this year, I want to clarify arrangements regarding communication between home
and school.
Parents with a concern/query about their child should contact the child’s class teacher in the first instance.
Teaching Assistants on the school gate are there to greet children and they are not able to discuss any
detailed queries/concerns; these must be addressed with class teachers. Due to meetings and extra- curricular
activities, staff are not always available for meetings straight after school so communication with staff can be
arranged in the following ways:
 Speak to Mrs Knibbs at the school office
 Send a letter into school with your child to give to the teacher, or hand in at the school office or if out of
office hours, post in letter box in foyer (checked every day)
 Telephone the school to speak to or to make an appointment with a member of staff; please leave a message
if your call is not answered - the answer machine is on 24 hours a day and checked regularly from 8.30am to
4.30pm.
 Email enquiry@holycross-sch.net stating the member of staff you would like to contact and a brief outline
of your query.
Mrs Knibbs or the appropriate member of staff will telephone you to respond to your contact or to arrange a
meeting at a mutually appropriate time. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Dates for Diary – September 2019
Monday 16 September
Monday 16 September

9.15am
12.00pm

Year 3 Inspire Workshop
HSBC in school

Tuesday 17 September
Wednesday 18 September

9.15am
9.15am

Year 4 Inspire Workshop
Year 5 Inspire Workshop

Wednesday 18 September
Thursday 19 September

7.00pm
2.45pm

PTA Meeting
EYFS Reading Parent Workshop

Friday 20 September
Friday 27 September

9.15am
9.00am

Year 6 Inspire Workshop
Macmillan Coffee Morning Gold Theme Holy Cross
Bake Off

Monday 30 September
Dates for Diary – October 2019

All day

Inset Day

Tuesday 1 October
Tuesday 1 October
Thursday 3 October

11.45am to 12.30pm
2.00pm to 3.00pm
11.45am to 12.30pm

Thursday 3 October

7.00pm

Grandparents’ Lunch (children with surname (A-H)
Get Your Grown Ups Growing for Year 1, 2 and 3
Grandparents’ Lunch (children with surname (I-N)
Confirmation information meeting for Year 6 parents

Tuesday 8 October

11.45am to 12.30pm

Wednesday 9 October to
Friday 11 October
Tuesday 15 October
Thursday 17 October

at Holy Cross and St Francis Church
Grandparents’ Lunch (children with surname (O-Z)

3 days

Year 6 at Alton Castle

9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start
7.00pm

Year 5 class assembly
Holy Communion Meeting for Year 3 parents at Holy
Cross and St Francis Church

Wednesday 23 October
Thursday 24 October

3.30pm to 7.00pm
10.00am

Parents’ Evening
School nurse to do whole school flu nasal vaccine

Thursday 24 October
Friday 25 October

3.30pm to 6.00pm
3.20pm

Parents’ Evening
Break up for half term

Dates for Diary – November 2019
Tuesday 5 November
9.00am to 10.00am
Wednesday 6 November
6.00pm to 7.00pm
Monday 11 November
(Please note change of
date)

9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start

Tuesday 12 November

8.30am

Wednesday 13 November

9.15am to 10.00am

Tuesday 19 November
Friday 22 November

All day
Morning

Sunday 24 November
Tuesday 26 November

10.30am
9.00am Refreshments
9.15am start

Friday 29 November
Dates for Diary – December 2019

All day

Year 1 Phonics Workshop
Open evening for prospective parents for September
2020 EYFS
Year 3 class assembly

Academy Photographers families, siblings and
individual photos
Open morning for prospective parents for September
2020 EYFS
Year 4 trip to Compton Valley
Year 6 Takeover Day
Mass of Commitment
Year 2 class assembly
Inset day – school closed for children

Monday 2 December
Tuesday 10 December

9.15am to 10.15am
2.30pm to 3.20pm

Advent service
EYFS & KS1 Christmas service

Wednesday 11 December
Friday 13 December

9.15am to 10.15am
9.15am to 10.15am

EYFS & KS1 Christmas service
KS2 Carol Service

Monday 16 December
Friday 20 December

2.30pm to 3.30pm
9.00am to 12.30pm

KS2 Carol Service
Toy Morning

Friday 20 December
*Other dates available on website

3.20pm

Break up for Christmas holidays

Mass: Year 3 will lead our Mass in School on Thursday 12 September. Everyone is welcome.

Letters emailed to parents this week:
Whole School: Grandparents’ Lunch
Please contact office if you have not received copy

Price Increase
Polite reminder: there is a price increase for morning toast and drinks. Toast 25p, Juice 40p and
milkshakes will be 70p. Thank you.

Music Lessons
If you would like further information about music lessons, please contact the school office. Thank you.

Parent Mail
EYFS parents should have received a letter regarding Parent Mail. Communicating with parents is an important
part of what we do, making sure you get the correct information about activities, events and things that really
matter is something we care about. Parent Mail is the system that we use to send out emails and tests to
parents. Once registered, if you have an Android or Apple smartphone, we highly recommend you download the
ParentMail App for the best user experience. To do this, simply search for “ParentMail” in your App store.
If you need any additional information or assistance, please visit the help site:
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/help/parenthelp/

Twitter
Parents are reminded that we like to share life at Holy Cross through Twitter; our wish is that every family is
following us! We also put messages on Twitter so that we can communicate with you as quickly as possible. If you
have sent in a follower request and it has not been accepted, please ring the office and tell us who you are!

Parent Pay
Parent Pay is used for all payments e.g.: dinner money, special lunches, trips and music lessons.

HSBC Bank
A member of the HSBC Bank will visit our school on Monday 16 September. We try to
encourage our KS2 children to open and be responsible for their own bank account and manage their money.

INSPIRE Workshops/Briefing
INSPIRE Workshops are being organised slightly differently this year. In response to the
Parents’ Questionnaire, the session will also include a briefing where parents will be given
insight into life and the format of a typical week in the specific year group.
Our theme for this year’s INSPIRE workshops is Maths and supporting the whole school initiative of improving
children’s knowledge of multiplication and division.
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire
Inspire

Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop

for
for
for
for

Year
Year
Year
Year

3
4
5
6

this
this
this
this

will
will
will
will

be held
be held
be held
be held

on
on
on
on

Monday 16 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Tuesday 17 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Wednesday 18 September 9.15am – 10.15am
Friday 20 September 9.15am – 10.15am

Years 1 and 2 got the year off to a great start this week; we had some great rock stars! I am sure that the
other classes will find the sessions very useful. One person per family is welcome to come along to support;
please make every effort to attend. Information will be available for parents who are unable to attend.

PTA Meeting
Our first PTA meeting of the new year is on Wednesday 18 September at 7.00pm in school. We would love to
welcome new members; please come along and find out more details. The more the merrier!

Early Years Home/School Reading Workshop – Thursday 19 September at 2.45pm
(in the school hall)
We are holding a workshop to discuss how we teach reading in Early Years and also
expectations regarding ‘Home Readers’ at Holy Cross Catholic Primary School. A letter
has been sent home with all EYFS children, if you require a copy please contact the
school office. Thank you.

Nasal Flu Vaccination
Letters have been sent home with all children from Birmingham Community Healthcare NHS Trust. Parents
are required to read and sign the relevant forms. Please return the completed forms to the school office no
later than Friday 20 September. Thank you.

Grandparents’ Lunch
This year we are holding three lunch days; these are being held on Tuesday 1 October (children with surname
A-H) Thursday 3 October (children with surname l-N) and Tuesday 8 October (children with surname O-Z). A
letter has been emailed to all parents (please contact the school office if you require a copy). Orders and
payment via your Parent Pay are required no later than Friday 20 September; please note that late orders
will not be accepted.
If you would like to change your allocated day, please send a letter to the school office.
Grandparents need to arrive at 11.45am and will enter through Key Stage 1 gate.
We are really excited and looking forward to grandparents coming to our school and enjoying a meal with the
children and we know the children are just as excited. As this is a one off event we request payment via cash or
cheque. Thank you.

Open Day Tuesday 7 November
We are having two open sessions for prospective parents who have children due to start in the Early Years
Reception class in September 2019. These will be on Wednesday 6 November 6.00pm and Wednesday 13
November at 9.15am. If you know of any Catholic families who are in this position, please let them know. We
are looking forward to meeting you all.

Attendance - Our school strives for 100% attendance.
Government legislation states that a child with an attendance of 90% and below is categorised as a
“Persistent Absence Pupil”. An attendance figure of 90% equates to missing half a day every week that
means four weeks of missed school work across the whole year. Parents should also be aware that referrals
to the school nurse will be considered for those children with an attendance rate of below 95% due to
health related absences.99.7 % Well done!
Punctuality Award: EYFS, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 5 and Year 6!

Recommendations: EYFS: Kenny H, Erin G Year 1: Ferdinand A, Ava M Year 2: Drew B-H, Nylah B
Year 3: Sophia H, Tresa B Year 4: Cormac K, Jack B Year 5: Frankie J, Ella P Year 6: Erin P, Dylan G.
Lunchtime Award: Erin H (Y2).

Virtues and Values
This half term we are concentrating on being ‘Grateful and Generous’. As a school
community we are looking for opportunities in our own lives where we show the
virtues. Please discuss this with your children at home; highlighting times when you
experience or show these virtues. This will also be the focus for our ‘Angel of the
Week’ awards for this half term.

Angel of the Week
Each week we will be recognising those children who we feel have made that extra special effort
and show the virtues in their daily life.
This week’s winners are: Mr Hunt: Mia L Mr Rowlands: Ariana M Miss Cross: Ciara P Miss Stevens: Kaya G
Miss Nash: Maria J Mr Mayor: Logan McC, Maggie R Mrs Hope: Mia B.

Happy Birthday to the following children who have
celebrated their birthdays this week:
Jack McC, Mia L (EYFS), Rachel J (Y2), Maya D (Y5).

Have a lovely weekend.

Yours sincerely

Miss T Cotter

Miss K Crowley

Executive Principal

Head of School

